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Notes From The Editor 
 
Meeting Reminder….Next Wednesday, February 13, 2008 6:30 PM at the Kent Recreation Center. 

 
By now many of you are aware that the newsletter has a new editor—Bill Parker. Well after one 

issue Bill was in the hospital—this job is tough! So I’m (Bill Messecar) back filling in for Bill 
Parker for the month of February.  
 

February Program:  Program for February 13, 2008 
 

 . . . BY THE SEAT OF THEIR PANTS: The Early Years of the Air Mail Service 
 
From 1918 to 1927 a small band of pilots flew nearly 14 millions miles delivering letters across 

the United States. The lure of flying drew them to their profession, but the threat of death was 
their constant companion. 

 
Follow the evolution of the early Air Mail Service through this National Postal Museum program. 
This presentation was created in 2004 and it is 38 minutes long. If you are an aviation 

enthusiastic like me, I am sure you will enjoy this showing. 
 

President’s Corner 
 
January Stamp Show The 2008 Boeing Winter Show was held at the Highline Community 
College Student Union Building on January 26th-27th. This was our 44th annual show.  There is 

no other club in the Northwest that can boast of such a record.  Only PIPEX has a longer running 
record (PIPEX started in 1936).  This is something of which we all can be proud. 
 

This was our second show at this facility.  We had 23 dealers which included two BESC club 
members.  Youth Stamp Collectors and the U.S. Postal Service were represented.  The weather 

was cloudy with one light snow flurry but it seemed to have had little impact on attendance.  As 
usual, there was a signup sheet and attendance was approximately 275.  Most dealers were 
pleased with the show.  This year HCC opened the cafeteria on the first floor from 9AM to 2PM 

each day to provide coffee and rolls in the morning and sandwiches and salads for lunch. 
 

The only glitch came Friday evening when Dick Odell & I drove to HCC with the power cords and 
to oversee the HCC custodial staff setup the six foot tables that we had ordered (we use HCC 
five foot tables for the dealers’ back-up tables).  However the tables were never delivered to the 

College Student Union Building like they were in 2007.  Per the invoice, the delivery was to have 
been coordinated with HCC.  But HCC was never contacted.  A search of two other logical 

Highline Community College campus drop points proved fruitless.  The custodial staff then went 
to work borrowing tables from around the campus (10-footers, a few 6-footers, more 5-footers, 
and even a few 2-footers).  Dick and I revamped table layouts and the result was a 95% ―as 

should be‖ arrangement.  There were no complaints from the dealers at all. 
 

I would like to give special thanks to those club members who gave of their time and energy to 
make the show a success – Mahmood Azodi, Dennis Fortney, Larry Holcomb, Bob Lindecrantz, 
Dick Odell, and Bob Stubbs. 

 
Oh, by the way, on Saturday the missing tables were discovered – they had been delivered to 

the HCC Gymnasium!    1                                            
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* = on BESC Board of Directors 

 

*President: William R. Geijsbeek   (Bill) 
 6616 140th Place N.E. 

 Redmond, WA 98052-4649 
 425.883.9390 
 billphil@verizon.net 

              
*Vice-President: William C. Parker   (Bill) 

 13916 174th Street Court East 
 Puyallup, WA 98374 

 253.904.8340 
 williamc.parker@comcast.net 
 

*Secretary: William C. Messecar   (Bill) 
 P. O. Box 7750 

 Covington, WA 98042-7750 
 253.638.9692 
 Santafe-mail@comcast.net 

 
*Treasurer: Paul Parham 

 1768 Aurora Avenue North – Unit 303 
 Seattle, WA 98109 
 206.283.0762  (home) 

 PaulJParham@msn.com   (home) 
 

*Past-President: Richard B. Odell   (Dick) 
 8527 N.E. 127th Street 
 Kirkland, WA  98034-2610 

 425.823.8701  (home) 
 no e-mail 

 
 Newsletter Editor: William C. Parker 
 

 Webmaster: William C. Messecar 
 

 Program Chairman: OPEN 
 
Library: Bob Stubbs 

 14322 S.E. 163rd Street 
 Renton, WA 98058-8209 

 425.228.3715 
 bstubbs_2000@yahoo.com 

 
 Cover Sales: (1) Bruce Landry 
 12212 Marine View Drive S.W. 

 Seattle, WA 98146-2452 
 206.242.4567 

 belandry@earthlink.net 
 
 (2) Bob Stubbs  2 



 Supplies Manager: William C. Parker 
 

 Current U.S. Stamps: Don Viele 
 2732 S.W. 312th Place 

 Federal Way, WA. 98023 
 253.838.0666 
 ddviele@gmail.com 

 
 APS Circuits: Eugene F. Styer   (Gene) 

 6629 113th Place S.E. 
 Bellevue, WA 98006-6429 
 425.255.1063 

 styeref@comcast.net 
 

 APS Representative: Bruce Landry 
 12212 Marine View Drive S.W. 
 Seattle, WA 98146-2452 

 206.242.4567 
 belandry@earthlink.net 

 
 NWFSC Representative: Bruce Landry 

 
Membership Bill Parker, our VP, was in the hospital for a week.  He is now home and 
recovering.  That explains his absence from this year’s Winter Stamp Show. 

2008 BESC dues are now due.  Currently we have 40 paid members.    If you haven’t renewed 
your membership Please be sure to sign & date your application. Return the application 

with the $20.00 dues amount to the Secretary: Bill Messecar, P O Box 7750, Kent, WA 98042. 
Make your check payable to BESC. We will send a reminder to each unpaid 2007 member in 
March.  The April newsletter will be the last newsletter for those unpaid... Does anyone belong to 

the United States Stamp Society (formerly the Bureau Issues Association)?  If so, please contact 
Bill Geijsbeek. 

 
Congratulations Speaking of drawings, it was previously announced that a set of mint 
Columbian Souvenir sheets would be awarded by a drawing of all those who paid their 2008 

BESC membership by January 15th.  The drawing was held in my dining room on January 21st 
by my wife Dianne.  The winner was Gary Whiting.  Gary, please see me at the February 

meeting to pick up your prize. 

 
BESC Flight / Show Covers An end of an era has come.  Larry Holcomb has handled BESC 
Flight and Show Covers for quite a few years.  Larry handled the covers at our meetings and at 
our BESC Stamp Shows.  He also filled mail orders from the BESC Website.  Bruce Landry and 

Bob Stubbs have volunteered to take over this role.  Thanks, Bruce and Bob. 
 

January 2008 Stamp Releases The 2008 U.S. commemorative stamp program launches in 
early January by celebrating the Chinese Lunar New Year with the issuance of the Celebrating 
Lunar New Year: Year of the Rat stamp. The rat is the first of 12 animals associated with the 

Chinese lunar calendar. People born in the Year of the Rat are said to be industrious, adaptable 
and ambitious. The Year of the Rat begins Feb. 7, 2008, and ends Jan. 25, 2009. Later in 

January, the 31st stamp in the Black Heritage series honors Charles W. Chesnutt, a pioneering 
writer recognized today as a major innovator and singular voice among turn-of-the-century 
literary realists who probed the color line in American life. Stamp artist Kazuhiko Sano of Mill 

Valley, CA, painted Chesnutt’s portrait based on a 1908 photograph from the special collections 
of Fisk University’s Franklin Library.            3       



Housekeeping All users of the Kent Recreation Center, especially those using open rooms like 
BESC does, are coming under increasing fire from Boeing Recreation with regard to 

housekeeping.  This especially concerns tables and chairs.  It is important for us to leave the 
rooms A and B in the same shape as we find them.  If you move tables and chairs into the room 

from either room C or Room D, then they must be returned at the end of the meeting.  Thank 
you for cooperating. 

 
Meeting Order We have established the following meeting procedure to eliminate confusion 
and, hopefully, to speed up the meeting. 

 
Hello (6:30 PM) 

Introduction of guests 
Program 
Discussion of Program (if any) 

Secondary activity (if any) 
Announcements / informal business 

Door Prize Drawing 

 
Door Prize Drawings The Board of Directors has decided to revise the Door Prize Drawings.  In 
the future, the number of prizes awarded at any given meeting will depend upon that meeting’s 
attendance.  In other words, the more attendees, the greater the number of prizes. 

 
Supplies: members wanting to order supplies should write them out and give them to Bill 

Parker at a meeting, or send/email them to Bill.  Bill can be reached at 253.904.8340 or at 
williamc.parker@comcast.net. 

 

ONE-TIME ONLY!!!! 

WORLDWIDE AND U.S. STAMP ALBUM SUPPLEMENTS 

CLEARANCE SALE  
 

Youth Stamp Collectors  has acquired quite a load of stamp album supplements over 
the years.  Our youth and educators have gone through and taken what they need.  We 

are now offering these supplements to the general public $2.00 to $8.00 per supplement 
packet. 

We have all manufacturers: 
 Harris Liberty Minkus White Ace 

 Schaubek Vostok Scott  Other brands 
For: Worldwide Country Blanks  Speed Rille 

 U.S. May  have some topical pages 
(10+ boxes worth!! ) 

This one - time only sale  will be held at: 
Eagles Lodge #1 

Corson & Michigan in Seattle 

Sunday, April 13, 2008, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Youth Stamp Collectors  Sales table 

First come, first serve – No presales or calls. Thanks! 
What does not sell goes to the recycler! 

All proceeds benefit Youth Stamp Collectors  
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 2008 STAMP SHOWS / BOURSES  

   includes ALL KNOWN EVENTS plus other major shows and holidays  

 2008   Revised:  December 5, 2007  

SHOW DATES     

FRI SAT SUN SHOW NAME Location Type  

  Feb-10 Fenwick Seattle bourse*  

  Feb-17 Sno-King Stamp Club Show Everett show  

Feb-22 Feb-23 Feb-24 APEX 2008 Anchorage show  

Feb-22 Feb-23 Feb-24 ARIPEX 2008 Phoenix WSP show  

 Feb-23 Feb-24 NWSDA Collectible Show Portland bourse*  

 Mar-01 Mar-02     

 Mar-08 Mar-09 NWSDA Show Seattle bourse*  

 Mar-08 Mar-09 VICTOPICAL Victoria show  

Mar-14 Mar-15 Mar-16 GREAT WESTERN Richmond, BC bourse*  

 Mar-15 Mar-16 GESSPEX  Redmond show  

 Mar-15  STAMPEX - Spring 2008 Salem bourse  

  Mar-16 SPRINGPEX 2008 Eugene show  

  Mar-23 EASTER    

 Mar-29 Mar-30     

 Apr-05  19th Inland Northwest Philatelic Day Moses Lake seminar  

 Apr-05 Apr-06 SOPEX 2008 Medford show  

 Apr-12 Apr-13     

  Apr-13 Fenwick Seattle bourse*  

 Apr-19 Apr-20 Bellingham Stamp Club Show Bellingham bourse  

Apr-25 Apr-26 Apr-27 WESTPEX 2008 San Francisco WSP show  

 May-03 May-04     

 May-10 May-11     

May-16 May-17 May-18 ROCKY MTN STAMP SHOW 2008 Denver WSP show  

 May-24 May-25     

  May-26 MEMORIAL DAY (Monday)    

May-30 May-31 Jun-01 PIPEX 2008 Seattle WSP show  

 Jun-07  Victoria Stamp & Coin Fair Victoria bourse*  

  Jun-08 Fenwick Seattle bourse*  

Jun-13 Jun-14 Jun-15 ATA SHOW Portland WSP show  
 Jun-21 Jun-22     
 Jun-28 Jun-29     

  Jul-04 INDEPEDENCE DAY (Friday)    

 Jul-05 Jul-06     
 Jul-12 Jul-13     

 Jul-19 Jul-20 Boeing Employee's Stamp Club Show Kent bourse  
 Repetitive events     

 
Rose City Stamp Fair - 2nd Saturday of the month at OSS 
clubhouse Portland bourse  

 Collectors Corner - 4th Saturday of the month at OSS clubhouse Portland bourse  
       

 
Future major 
shows     

 January 11-13 APS AmeriStamp Expo 2008 Charlotte, NC show  

 May 29-31 PIPEX 2009 Portland, OR show  

 August 6-9 APS StampShow 2009 Pittsburg, PA show  

 August 12-15 APS StampShow 2010 Richmond, VA show  

 August 11-14 APS StampShow 2011 Columbus, OH show  
       

Notes: shows have exhibits;  bourses do not;    * indicates a commercial event   

 last column:   to be publicized by NWFSC [y (implied)=   
 
 



 All listed shows/bourses are open to the public    

 To register for the Inland Empire Philatelic Day contact John Arn (509-467-5521)   

 For additions / corrections contact:  Bill Geijsbeek (425-883-9390 / billphil@verizon.net)  

 
BESC Board Minutes January 9, 2008 

 
Meeting Opened at 5:35pm Wednesday January 9, 2008 by President Bill Geijsbeek. In 
attendance were VP Bill Parker, Secretary William Messecar, Treasurer Paul Parham and Past 

President Dick Odell. Also attending Bruce Landry, Carlos Pianelli, Mahmood Azodi and Bob 
Stubbs 

 
Bill reviewed the current planning for the BESC January 26-27, 2008 show at Highline 
Community College. Dealer response has been good and we will have at least as many dealers 

as last year. HCC will be doing the set up and take down—Bill G and Dick O will be there to 
oversee the set up. Bill G has received about 70% of the dealer deposits so far and expects the 

rest by the show. Expect profit from the show to be good although not as high as 2007. The 
cafeteria will be open Sat. and Sunday unlike last year. Larry Holcomb has offered to man the 
BESC cover table one last time and Bill Messecar will update the club brochure by the show for 

potential new members. We will not do a show cover for this winter show. 
 

The summer show is booked at Kent Commons for July 19-20, 2008. 
 
Bill G proposed the following door prize structure for BESC meetings and there was no objection 

from the Board.  Bill G will purchase the door prizes from dealers at the show and the post 
office. 

Small - $3 to $5 sheet; large sheet of 20 current rate ($8) 
14 or less – one large, two small 
15 to 24 – two large, two small 

25 or more – three large, three small 
 

Carlos Pianelli has resigned as Program Chairman and Bill Parker may be our new Chairman. 
Carlos has arranged for the January and February program and Bill discussed his ideas for 

member participation in giving future programs. 
 
Mahmood and Paul are completing the required forms to hand over Treasurers duties to Paul. 

The club will be notified when Paul is able to issue reimbursements. Paul will look into creating a 
BESC reimbursement form which all club members are to use for reimbursable expenses. 

 
Bill G proposed and Dick Odell seconded Bill’s recommendation that BESC donate $2,000 to 
support the PIPEX show planned for Seattle Center on May 30-June 1, 2008. Club net worth at 

the present time is around $7,500. Principal benefits would be supporting stamp collection in the 
Seattle area as we no longer hold an exhibit with our stamp shows. No one on the Board 

objected so the motion was approved. 
 
Board meeting closed at 6:30pm  

 
BESC Secretary Bill Messecar 

 
 
 

6 
 

 


